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Thir; is a chronological account of the events of Tuesday, August k, 
ig £k acd Wednesday, August 5, ~9^ as they relate to the attacks on the 
destroyers MADDOX and C. TURNER JOT in international waters by patrol boats 
of the North Vietnamese Navy and the subsequently executed retaliatory 
strikes against the North Vietnamese by naval aircraft from the USS 
CCNSTELIATICN and TICGNUEROGA. 

No chronology, of course, can ever hope to capture the full flavor and 
intensity of these two days in August. The events were sampler., the pressures 
were great. Throughout, however, a number of basic themes emerge. There is 
the for options, as word of the second attack on the destroyer* 

filters in early on the morning of August Uth. These options must he shap- 
ed not only to the issnediate pro b le m of deal tng swiftly sad sharply with the 
PT Boat Bases hut must, in the selection of additional reinforcements , deal 
as well with the lon g range strategic impli cations of the situation. There 
is a period of carefully refining these options for the President, the 
ultimate decision resting in his hands* P lann i n g the strike occupies a 
good part of the afternoon of the kth, coupled with the insistent demand 
that the attacks on the destroyers he verified clearly and convincingly. 
Throughout the evening, word is awaited for the first launc h, signalling 
the s tar t of the retaliatory response. The launches begin at 10:k3 p.su, 
and the President goes cm the air within the hour to announce our action 
to the world. Finally, the strike itself is completed, a remarkably 
successful operation. 
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TUESDAY 


3 


AUGUST "til. 1 


7* -0 AM : (or 7* ; ->C PM, August 3ai,~on Time) — The MADDOX reports 
that an attack appears imminent from actions taken by unidentified vessels. 

The MADDOX in company with the C. TURNER JOY is heading southeast near the 
center of the Gull’ or.' Tonkin i:i international ’.raters approximately -.5 miles 
from the nearest land. These ships immediately go on the alert. NMCC receives 
this report at about 9-30 AM. 


3:14 AM : — First word oi a possible attack on the MADDOX is received 

at the Pentagon by the DIA Indications Center over the phone Prom NSA. 

While on the phone, a copy of the NSA field unit message arrives and copies 
are delivered, sometime between 3:30 a.m. and 9*00 a.m. to the Secretary of 
Defense McNamara, and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Wheeler. 

■3:36 AM : (or 3:36 PM, August 4, Saigon Time) — The MADDOX estab- 

lishes its first radar contacts with two unidentified surface vessels and 
three unidentified aircraft. Ate tetetenb, U.S. fighter aircraft are THc/d 
launched from the USS TIC0NDER0GA to provide the MADDOX and the TURNER JOY 
with protection against possible attacks from the unidentified vessels and 
aircraft, in accordance with the President's previously issued directives. 
At thi3 time, the TICC8JDER0GA is located approximately 100 nautical miles 
East North East ofDa Nang. (NMCC receiver, this report at about 10:30 AM) 

9*06 AM : (or 9* Or PM, August 4, Saigon Time) — The MADDOX reports 

that the unidentified aircraft have disappeared from its radar screen but 
that the surface vessels are still remaining at a distance. *5 « T J. S. air- 
craft from the TICQNDER0GA arrive and commence defensive natrol o^er the 
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MADDOX and the TURNER JOY. (NMCC receives this report at 11: 04 AM.) 


: 12 AM: McNamara calls the President and tell3 him about the NSA 


intelligence warning he has just received that the MADDOX is on the alert 


again, with the presence of hostile ships reported 


9:19 AM : Wheeler is now in receipt of several messages, including 

the NSA cable, indicating, that the MADDOX may be under attach. He call3 
Admiral Grimm, NMCC, and asks whether Grimm has seen any messages on the 
attack and whether CINCPAC will be able to respond effectively. Grimm 
reports that he has one message, but has not talked to CINCPAC. Wheeler 
then says be will call CINCPAC himself. 

9:23 AM r^ Wheeler calls General McCutcheon (CINCPAC J-3) and asks 
whether he lids received any word on an impending attack on the destroyers. 
McCutcheon sjhys he has no word, but will immediately check. Wheeler i3 
insistent that the destroyers "clobber" the attackers, and make every 

effort to destroy the hostile ships, using additional air support, if 

c I aj c ? A C 

required* {The time is 3-23 AM, August 4* Bm©io±a*) 


# * * * 


<•<->- ^ ^ i Ml 


:25 AM 


25 AM 


EARLY MEETINGS AT PENTAGON 


McNamara, Deputy Secre tar y Vance, General Burchinal, Colonel Jones, 
and Admiral Mistin of the Joint Staff met at the Pentagon as reports of 
the attack on the destroyers come in. As the situation grows more intense, 
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possible levels of retaliation are discussed, and target folders are 
examined. High on the list are the PT boat and supporting POL installa- 
tions, but other targets such as airfields, industrial completes and 
bridges are also scrutinized. McNamara, about 1^:00 j^M, asks that the 
JCS be summoned , and they arrive shortly thereafter. Captain Miller 
of the Navy, a mine expert, is also asked to join the meeting and the 
possibility of mining the coast is discussed. Here it is pointed out 
that the mines would have to be brought into the carriers from Subic Bay, 
the Philippines; 24cN amar a , uring tliis time, calls the President, informs 
that a retaliatory attack is being planned, and tells that ne 
will present a n umb er of options to him as soon as possible . 

I I, 

'^fUe, cAtuii*/*} <jePotL.T / 7V+‘i Aicv-c. LAo/vc^-eO 

agfewat i a r- cu m fe st-air 

A CO*i»»-9 Met. Oii'tn, T»£ P *9T0orf^ ^ 

ftvi «r rtn HtTnoye g s , *tcr consist of 2 F-os, 2 A-3s, and 4 A-ls. 

1 (t/otc. * w accooo**? * (>h iW j*cToO.*0‘*^ *«&***> 

— 1 CAO * K9 OiO«c-7ve<? lyyv** 70 ^ 

9:30 AM: (^> 9:30 PM, August h, Saigon Time) — Additional vessels 

are observed on the MADDOX radar screens, and these vessels begin to close 
rapidly on the destroyer patrol at speeds in excess of Uo knots. As the 
attacking craft continue to close rapidly from the west and south, the 
MADDOX evaluates their intentions as hostile. (NMCC receives this message 
at 11:20 EDT.) 

0:32 AM: (3:32 AM, August 5‘, at CIKCPAC) — Grimm (NMCC) contacts 

the CEiCPAC duty officer. Major Rosenbaum. Grimm reports that the NMCC 

*McN amar a made three calls to the President during tills period at 9 : 43 AM, 
10:53 AM and 11:06 AM. 
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has just received word from the MADDOX that a possible attack appears 
imminent from FT boats, wants to know if air cover is available , and what 
has seen done to supply tile destroyers with an effective response capa- 
bility . Grimm indicates that additional measure;;, beyo nc those directly 
involving the destroyers, a re belli,; considered in Washington. The duty 
oif .cer has nc information about tlio situation but adds that McCutcheon 
- 3 or - -/ay m. Grimm, says uhat he will arrange for an open line 
between CHICPAC and Washington, and. calls the CUtfCPAC representative that 
this is a !l hot one. 1 * 


9* 52 -AM ; (&r 9*50 PM, August 4, Saigon Time) ~ The destroyers re- 
port that they are under continuous torpedo attack and are engaged in 
defensive counterfire against North Vietnamese patrol boats. (HMX 
receives this message at 11:39 AM and 11:42 AM.) 


10: 04 AM : McCutcheon calls 3urchinal, who is then in Mcilaniara T s 

office. 3urchinal tells him that the Pentagon has just received a tr flash' 1 

that the destroyers are under attack. McCutcheon replies that he has not 

seen it yet, out indicates that the fleet and the Carrier Task Force ha ve 

been alerted. The TICCKDEHOGA, about 15 minutes away from the destroyers 

by air, is alerted. So is the CCWSTELLATICK, which had left Hong Kong 

yesterday and is headed southj Borchinal states that the CGNSTEIIIATICN 

will be ordered to hkxvc into position off South Vietnam, in the vicinity 

cx the TICC5TDEP0GA « He also tells McCutcheon that a possible retaliatory 

striuce is seing considered against North Vietnamese bases ana asks him 

co take a look at seme of the possible targets if, in fact, an attack is 

carried out against the destroyers. * 

dorcrVr/o * C * 2^*5 2** ^ 

mJ i)s>v o*#**-^, O '-*- — y Z !> / t& 9 2*>***^. j 

' <U Q 

** ^ — • 
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LG; 15 AM : (10; 15 EM, August Saigon Time) — The destroyers report 
that they have avoided torpedoes and have sunk one of the attacking craft. 
(IUCC receives this at 11:52 AM.) 


10: Ij AM : (1:19 AM, CINCPAC Time) — McNamara calls Sharp and asks 


whether he has seen the messages 


r 2:rard:L.:i* ' a voi 


isle attack on the MADDOX. 


Sharp says he* lias .just arrived at the CINCPAC Command C,nter and that the 
messages are in. They discuss the ''kill' 7 capability of the MADDOX and the 
TURNER JOY. McNamara is particularly interested in assuring that the 
destroyers have whatever they need in the way of asa* support. McNamara A. 





also indicates that a modification of the r 
sent to Sharp. (See 10:33 antry below 


he rules of engagement is being /'fa. f T* 


10:33 AM : A message, personally signed by McNtaara, is sent from the 

JCS to CUTCPAC outlining the rules of engagement for the destroyers. Under 
the rules, the closest approach to the North Vietnam coastline for the 
destroyer patrol is 11 nautical miles, and in the event of a hostile attack, 
aircraft only are authorized to pursue and attack the hostile forces up 


to the three mile limit of the North Vietnamese coastline. The message 
also directs that the COTSTEIIATION be moved into the area off South 


Vietnam, with the e:-ract location at the discretion of the commander. .. 
/OoTf- ATJM^am tOT y AO*>o<?t 0^0 com ^^^njTHTct DiRcct^O The C(W5c* /U r\ 

“To Ml/owe Alt pfiePA* . 4 * 0 *$ TO dor To co ir ^ 0 (t*TL 7 . 

* 1 — >) |T wo S*Woulco TO ueAue Hogs (C0^6 <2^ *106057 

A 7 b’olfq £“ D T. $00 "Th 


10:42 AM : (or 10:42 EM, August 4, Saigon Time) — The destroyers 

report that they have evaded additional torpedoes and 'nave sunk another 
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of the attacking craft. Other protective aircraft have arrived overhead, 
hut weather and darkness are hampering their activities . (MMX receives 
this message at 11:37 AM.) 

10:52 AM : (ar 10:52 EM, August s Saigon Time) — The MADDOX report i 

that the destroyers are still under attack. (MMX receives this message 
at 12:24 3®. ) 

10:53 AM : McNamara calls the President. 

10:59 AM : Sharp c alls Burchinal in McNamara's office, and a dis~ 

OPTION 

cussion of possible for a retaliatory strike ensues. Sharp 


suggests BON HE, HOT MS, HEN THUY, and QUAUG XHE. Burchinal indicates 

^ OTH GfZ U N 

that a number of options along these liatffc are being considered. Sharp 
says that a strike could he carried out , on ye ar say so " states that an 
armed reconnaissance along the North Vietnamese coast would he advantageous , 
and points out that the CCMSTFTT JATIOH , about 350 miles from the destroyers, 
is coding in to provide support . y There is also talk of providing the 
carriers with a mining capability ^fhieli dbhsldfcrs U3g8Ptan.t « ... 

Sharp says that it might take about Mi hours to achie e the capability, 

the problem being to get the mines aboard the carriers. Ha also reports 

\ 

that he has a message indicating that the destroyers are under continuous 

\ 

torpedo attacks. (Note: Since actual word of this situation had not yet 

reached Washington, Sharp is filling in McNamara on the details.) 


Ik: 06 AM : McNamara calls the President^ 


n \ c-f *> 

v ' 

_ AJ J ov** •> 

; uai r 1 ^ 

„ Jr. - C TO 

'5 r ^ „ oe ;-p 1!;^ 


V; rj : - * ■*< , * th '5 

: v A m ^ * <T a p 1 ‘ - /j 


5^2 CCUCC 6 0 /m TH ^-0 
f:.-.*" ajcic -a 

/Vo 6 : -7 > v 

"(a)<?U£- <>?/>?£•«£! 

■ r ' T-ii'C'— .4~ 

' <b r/>^T as 
P cW^C) 1 


' i o 

^s.r\ - 

U 

-'I s--.,- . . 


& 0 Po-? 7< />%* 

S /np p 
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11:20 AM - 12: ■;0 m 
JOG MEET 

3UHDY ASP HUSK ARRIVE AT gSNTAGdT 
THE OPTICUS ARE DEVELOPED 

H:2G AI-1 : A"; 2'fcHamara ' call, JC3 meet i:i '■icITamai'a. 1 ^ dining room v/ith 

7zr.cz and McITanara . Present are Acting Chairman LeMay, Admiral McDo nald , 
General Johnson , General Greene. General Coodpaster, DurchinaJL, Must in and 
assistants^. ^ Mcllamara informs JCS he has called the President and that he 
is interested in a quick capability to respond. 

11:33 AM : Husk and C-reene (Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Par 

Eastern Affairs) arrive at JCS meeting. At McNamara’ s direction, Burchinal 
briefs Husk. 


11: -^0 AM : Presidential Assistant Bundy arrives at JCS meeting. 

McNamara oriels Bundy. McNamara informs ^renzp that he has issued orders 
to have nines moved from Subic Bay into Da Nang. There is a discussion of 
retaliatory measures ♦ McNamara and Bundy discuss a sharp limited blow 
such as air strikes as apposed to the continuing pressure of mining the 
North Vietnamese coast » During discussion McNamara develops four options 
for sharp limited blow and one option for continuous pressure ; '*~' 
The four options for the sharp limited blow are: 

1. Air strikes a rains t PT boats and their bases. 

2. air strikes against petroleum installations. 


V A./ 


_• : / 
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3. Air strikes on. bridges . 

'4. Air strikes on prestige targets, such as air fields. 
The option for continuing pressure against the ’forth Vietnamese is to 



mine their coastline i 


McIIamara tells LeMa^r that the JCS should -ork up 


recommendations for immediate action, then recommended actions x’or 24, 

4'_- ana -a hours ahead, isetettrE? special emphasis on reinforcements, such 
as vhe movement ox 3-5 ; 2 into South Vietnam and fighter— interceptors into 
the Philirroines . 


12:Qh PM: McHamara, Husk, 3undy, Greene and Vance mve to Mclfonara ' s 

office, while Chiefs continue meeting in McIIaaara's dining room. At this 
meeting the options are generally refined to three: 

1. Sharp limited strikes against such targets as PT boats, 

FT bases, oil d ump s, etc. 

2. Conti nuing pressure, i.e., m i n i ng the Vietnam coast. 

3. A combination of both. 


12.: 20 Bis McSamara, Husk, Bundy and Greene depart for White House. 

T4 

Vance goes into McNamara's dining room to ask JCS If it would ma ke any 
difference whether the ret al 1 atory strikes wore conducted at first light# TL2— 
JCS tell Vance that such an attack would make no difference frem a 
military standpoint but that fewer people might be there. 


jjj^k Vance departs for the Whxte House . v>JCS continue meeting 
until PM* Ihxrxng their meeting, at JCS direction, Burchinal calls 

McNamara at White House to recommend the sharp limited response option. 


* * * * 


COPY LBd LIBRARY' 


12 


* # * * 


12: 1*0 - 3:00 HI 


NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING 
LUNCH WITH THE PRESIDENT 

A regularly scheduled National Security Meeting centering on the 
Cyorus situation is in -orogresa when McNamara, Rusk, and Bundy arrive 

y 

at the White House. McNamara briefs the participants, incl ndi ng the 
President , on the available details of the attack on the destroyers. Rusk 
indicates that he, McNamara, and the JCS are developing a set of options, 
but that they are not sufficiently refined for presentation at that time. 

At a lunch, which began about 1:00 IM and ended about 2:50 Hi, 
following the NSC meeting, the types of response and the targets are key 
topics. Rusk, McNamara, McCone, Bundy, and Vance are with the President. 

The President agrees that a firm, swift retaliatory strike must be carried 
out. Here, a general consensus is formed an Idle approach finally taken in 
the JCS message to CINCPAC, developed later that afternoon, ordering the 
strikes into executions "fare PT boats located at bases PORT WfllLUT, HON GAY, 
PHUC LOI and QUANG SHE and LOC CHAO estaury and the oil depot VINH. (See the 
5:19 PM entry below. ) The mining options as well as an attack an HAIPHONG 
are rejected. lie President asks how long it would take to execute the 
strike. McNamara estimates from the advice he has received that a strike 
could be launched at first light (7:00 AM local time) or 7:00 TM Washington 
time. The President asks McNamara to call the Chiefs to confirm the time, 
but McNamara says he will check it out on his return to the Pentagon. 


Present are Robert Kennedy, McCone, McDermott, Ball, Talbot, Dillon, 
Rowan, Reedy, Valenti, Clifton, Smith, end Komer . 
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two r e p orted sunk, no anaiy 
parted In the area, and aircraft 


* * * * 

12:22 BL — Sharp oalls Burchlnal and gives him the latest situation 
report on the torpedo firings act the destroyers. Estimates are that 3 to 
6 £7 Boats axe engaged, with two r e p orted sunk, no enemy- aircraft are re- 

±±s /woiM 

the OCBSHSmaiCK are an station 
over the destroyers. Sharp asks that the de st ro ye r s he given permission 
to jwrsua 17 Boats to the three-die limit, and that aircraft he permitted 
to engage in hot pursuit oarer Berth Vietnamese territory. Burchlnal advises 
hint that the rules of engagaaanfc are being considered by JfcKamra and the 
JCS. Burchlnal advises Sharp to dig oat target material on 2H0C LOI, 
tJMB3 HE, raj tu. TOO oil oapUx. S^aiP 


ipt 

* that 


AfOl^'^S T 4 


r40C,<,t) 6f i«> ^nT To Wa 5 U ororo »wb An Aoh*C 

12: 32 IM. (l 2:32 AM s*ifpm time, August 5th) — She des tr o yers report 


that at Isast two en any craft have been sunk, but that low cel Hags continue 
to hamper the aircraft op e ra tions. (BOC receives this repo rt about l£ to 2 
hours later.) 


12:54 m . (12:54 AK Saigon time, August 5th) — 2a addition to the 
torpedo attack, the 'flffMBB JOY reparta that during the engagement she van 
fired upon by au tom ati c weapons while being IThwrtmtsd by searchlights. 
(BMCC receives this report about to 2 hours later. ) 

^ L’fr An 0 *c?ac vne. 

7 F 12: 5T at. (12:57 AM Saigon time, August 5th) — CXBCBAC sends mas sag e 
to JCS reccnmendlng 'Out au thority be granted to conduct punitive V. S. air 
strikes as soon as possible against BEK “SHUY, HOK ME, QQASG SUE, and LOC 
CHAO. (BM5C receives this message at Hi.) 


/ 
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liOl Bi. — Sharp ca l l s Burch Inal and reports trwo jet aircraft 
hate bean started flying out of BftZSAH aa tax south as Dft. HORS. Sharp 
says that vc cannot afford to psncLt hostile aircraft to fly over carrlara 
Sharp than quotes proposed message cn rules of engagement for aircraft 
which would grant authority to declare hostile and engage any North 
Vietnamese/ ChlCcxt aircraft whoee actions show within a * reasonable 
certainty? that aa attack an U.S. Starces is intended. Borehiaal agree? 
that the message should he seat if needed for the security of OHSflC 
Boreas* will note Sharp's consents for the JCS^aad tells Sharp that a 
meeting la now going on at the White House. 

(* Oft ftvwe*) 

1: 03 M. — White House Situation Boca /calls Pentagon Caasad 
feo[ NUtrtfO 

Cmxxte xJsa A advises that the BSC meeting has lust brefcan op. HdStsa&ra* 
McCone, Bosk, Bundy, and 7aace have bow gone to lunch with, the President. 
Situation Boon wants to he sure -that the latest reports from the 
destroyers are forwarded at once. 

1:2k m > — McSaaara, still at White House, calls Burchinal at 
Pentagon. Burdxinal tells hia that Sharp had reported -the presence of 
hostile aircraft (probably XL 28 ' a) flying out of natstu *ad was issuing 
a "to engage** or de r if the security of his forces was thr ea tened "by easy 
air (see the lid at entry above). tfcSaasxa is Insistent that faster 
situation repor ts be obtained from the MA2XXK and adtut that Sharp try to 

contact the destroyer by radio. Bnrcbdnal advises that the JC5 bad been 

<el«e?*o T.iAr OPT'O A 1 i*» vo tujis/e i 4 '* $ re > ^ ^ 





1:27 H*. (1:27 -AM Saigon time, August 5th) — Destroyer 
Division Coocwadcr an the MADDOX sends a "FLASH" message to dEHCEAGFLT, 
with JCS an the infOaeation list. ae "FLASH" states that a review of 
tfca action smny reported contacts and torpedoes fired "appear 

doubtful*" :K Freak vwtber effects" on radar, and tt orer*eager rt scnaawn 
my i n ff y e accounted for many reports * "No visual sightings" hare been 
reported by the HftEDCK, and the Conan adar suggests that a "co^Lrte 
evaluation" be < underteloe& before my further action* (MJEC receives 
this report shoot l|- to 2 hoars later.) (Bcrte: Sharp repeats the 

substance of this y***?— g ° to Barchiml. See the 1:59 Hi and 2:08 Hi 
entries below.) 

1:28 Hi . — Followlzc rp MdJaaam*# request, Burcfainsl calls Sharp 
jmri mIm toe a status report an the ogBflBMPt. Sharp reports that two 
IT Bo ats have bean sunk bat is uncertain as to the total number Involved 
and says that sons 13 torpedoes have been launched. Also, he reports 
that there is sene indication of eaeny aircraft in the area bat says that 
aircraft both fron the TTCOHDEKMA. and CCBSBgJATKH are an the scene. 
Burchin&l aaOsa S ha r p to obtain a direct radio report free the ships 
engaged. 
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1:30 34, (l:30 AH Saigon time, August 5th) — 3 h destroyers 

r e po rt that the attacking craft had apparently broken off the 
engageoent. The MAXDQX and TOUBEH JUT are directed to resume their 
patrol in the Gulf of Tonkin at daylight on the 5th of August, (liHCC 
receives this message about 1^ to 2 hours laten) 


1:59 BL. — Sharp calls Burchinal and says that he cannot 

contact ships by voice radio, hut tells bin that he has sent a message 

HePofi X 

requesting that situation reports he expedited. ^Sfaarp says that the 


last sausage from the ships re p or ts -teat fUafc weather is affecting 

radar performance, vith neny ««tacts" and to r p e d o runs doubtful. Sharp 

says that the MAXEDGK itself, has r e p orted no visual sittings, a ad over- 

anxious a ona rnwn may have accounted far sheet they erroneously thought 
rnr , j(\ foa Twe fo*noi/e <-**0*1,5 SV^P 

TB4-, 15 ™"V 

J 10<r p,; A ^ 

Sharp advises Burchinal that the latest situation 
repor t indicates that thru JT hosts henre been sunk, and that the 
weather is deteriorating and hasparlng aircraft operations. Sharp 
expresses the view that there is no doubt that a torpedo attack did 
occur, but adds that umy of the reported torpedo attacks may have been 
dua to inaccurate sonar reports, "W h e n e v er they get hayed up on a 
thing like this, everything they bear on the sonar is a tor pedo, " 
says Sharp, 
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3:00 PM - 5:15 EM 
MEETINGS AT TBB HBBEAG0B 
THE STRIKE EXECUTE MESSAGE IS DRAFTED 

At the Pentagon, the Joint Chiefs begin their meeting at 3:00 PM." 

McNamara and Vance arrive at 3:06 PM and inf on/ the Chiefs that the 


President wants the strikes to take place at 7:00 PM Washington time, and 
at the following targets: FT boats and bases at QPANG SHE, FHOC LOI, 

PORT WALLUT, HON GAY and LOC CHAO, and the oil complex at TffiGI. The JCS 
agree with this proposal- At 4:42 PM, they return to the JCS meeting 
and Indicate that the time of the strike is important, for there will be no 


announcement until the strike gets under way. McNamara reviews the strike 
message which originally reads "By 0700 local time 5 August or as scan 
thereafter as weather permits conduct attack" and changes it to "By 0700 
l ocal 5 August co ndu ct a one-time wtadmaa effort attack.” weather 
portion is placed in another part of the message, and states that "if 
weath er pre clude s meeting the above time of attack, pr o c ee d soonest, «y*d 

,, ,_A 

notiiy JCS A2AP . (ft® m a tf se p ar t e# t he message is (footed in the 5:19 EM 

entry ™ ^ |he &&jjex nrrimTaia ■■alilinr irifili flm 

/amp Mganwfe.V 

GBsiufS. Also during this meeting, the deployment^ of reinforcenentc to the 
area is considered^ telling proof of our desire to escalate if we had to. 
These are divided into three categories. la the First category are those 
forces ordered deployed as soon as possible. They consist of the 1st CVB 


1 7 Throughout the afternoon, Wheeler, LeMay, McDonald, Johnson, Greene 
Bur ch Inal , Jackson, Carpenter, Palmer, Buse, Manhesrt, Goodpaster, 
Forbes, Bottomly, Flick! nger. Must in and Carroll are present at 
various intervals. 
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Crroup (the Kaarsage, 4 destroyers , and 3 destroyer escorta) which would 
he moved Cram Japan to the South China Sea; a Marine Special Tending Force 
(1600 men, 24 helicopters, the Valley Forge and supporting craft) to he 
moved from Subic 3ay to the vicinity of Da Kang; the 9 th Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade, c ana l sting of 65 OC man to he moved from Okinawa to the South PMr>» 
Sea; an F -101 Reconnaissance Task Force to he -moved from Shaw AF 3 to Kadena 
and a OVA i’ ask : -roup , consisting of the Ranger and 4 destroyers to he moved 


from the 1st Fleet to WEST2AC. 
The Second category 


those forces alerted for' deployment 


imme diately upon the receipt of political clearance. Th gB will he comprised 
of 2 B-57 squadrons, to he moved from Clark AFB to South Vietnam; 1 F-105 
squadron to he moved frcsn Ydkota to Korafc; 1 F-100 squadron to he moved from 
Clark AFB to Tfkhli ; 12 F- 102 * e to he moved from dark AFB to South Vietnam; 

3 KC-135 ’ s to he moved from SAC to Clark AFB; 2 F-100 squadrons from STRACOM 
to Clark; 1 F-105 squadron from STBICGM to Yckata; and 1 Reconnaissance 
Task Force (6 RF 101* s) from Ml gawa/Kadena to Southeast Asia. 

-he Third category consists of those forces alerted far possible 
deployment to Southeast Asia. These are the 173rd Airborne Brigade, 
a Forward Floating Depot, a Marine Air Group, and an Army Brigade. 

3:30 HM : — Mustin of the Joint Staff calls Sharp and tells him to he 

an the alert since a strike execute message is being p re par ed and would he 
transmitted as soon as released. 

3:34 RM : — Mustin calls General Smith, Deputy Director for Operations, 

Joint Staff and informs him that the JCS are in session, that a strike execute 
message is now being typed! and Sharp knows it is coining. Mustin asks that 3P* 
mi - line he ffi^Len. Fa*. Of T*<? ***<>*6$ ^ 


(l Ton . 
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4:05 PM. (10:05 AM, August 4, C2BCBIVC tins) — McSeoara discusses 
tbs latest situation report with Sharp sad inquests that definite eoo- 
fimaticn be obtained fen the Fleet Caaaander of the attacks on 12 m 
destroyers. McSssmm notes that the tine is three hours away frcra the 
scheduled execution and directs that preparations proceed for the strUses. 


4:l4 at . (4:l4 AM, August 5th, Saigon tine; 10:14 AM, August 4th, 

HIT 


WtiibSft 


CEJGEAC tine) — C33SCRACEM transmits an alert message to COES 
4 m ''l/tfaiStertOO font '' T a 

and the TICCWEEIS3GA. and CCJJSffiHAECR to be prepared to strike targets 


T “'C7<3G & " li.oosn sct) fiyv'7'C; “rn ?' 

a t Ti OO -lH •(- 'f r OQ jat -f^dtgqtc^tlag) . B» designated targets are the P?"^ 


Saigofl ltnsj« 

EE,TB5r mot. 


Boat bases at <3Sffla SHE, jSsh MOT, HOW BE Isbutf and SCHG MA. Estuary, 
acw OflT and PORT HAIIHTj any identified Worth Vietnssese FT Boats located 
at sea; and the V23E petrolsisa storage depot. The latter is Inhered the 
mgnbwr one ta r get priority* The ns sage indicates -that it would be 
"desirable" that all targets be struct simultaneously, but adds that 
authority is gwttted to recycle aircraft as necessary to strike the two 
southern, targets (QQABB SEE and BEK THBf) with a second launch if -the 
Forces on the HCCHEEEOOA. and CCBagtLflEKB axe inadequate. It con- 
cludes by specifying that this is a preparatory order, and that launching 
should not be ttccanpli abort until an execute ardor is received. (UCCB- 
IER0Q& receives this sags sage at 4:55 Hi) 


• S: A 

b 

* '1, 

°Ml>t 


4:35 I M. (4:35 AM, August 5th, Saigon tine; 10:35 AM CXBCEAC tine) — 
GHB3&C transmits an official alert message to dHCPACFEZD to prep ar e to 
execute air strikes at 7:00 Hi (7:00 AM local tine}, against (l) POST 
WAHOT, (2) H2K THUY (VEH), (3) HEW GAT, (4) QOMKJ SEE, and (5) LO C CHAO. 
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fr:40 BE* (U0:40 AM CXKBAC tins) — Sharp Bur chiml and Is 

lnftumd that the JCS strike execute s as sag e is in the Msnrs office 
r e a d y "to go, hufc that there Is rtlll. a (light doubt whether tha destro yer s 
were in fact attacked. Sharp will try to get more definite inf b r a afci oo 
trees. Admiral Moore,. Burchinal then sales Sharp whether the launch could 
he acc ta a pl l a hpff at 7:00 PM. Sharp responds that "it will he tight" 
hut "I t hitf^ so." He adds, however, that it stay he just as well to 
wait an, -hour or so, if we have to, to he certain an attach >«■»<? occurred. 

S' 

Sharp then suggests it might he necessary to recycle sees of the aircraft 


tor a second strike against 


good BureMnal says "this will he all 


right", if nee d e d . Sharp estimate* that shout 70 aircraft in all will he 
Involved In the strikes. 


/A Wm (10S&9 am CEK35AC tine) — ■2s JOS strike execute sassage 

to (ZOCSIC Is fcwuM B iit tad hy direct teletype ftun. the HMCC to the CIBCBftC 

( !*: Cconsad Center. (CTffgBftC receives this aenaege at . ) 

4:55 Hi . (4:59 AM, August 5, S eigcp tine) — YrcaCORHnGft. receives 
the CDKEfiCFLB alert asssage directing SO/ESmBSRJE to he prepared at 
^ ,0 ° 18 to strike the IT Boata at designated locations. B» 2ICCBEEB0GA. 
is already ox an alert status as a result of the PT Boat attacks on the 

& & 

£> destro yers . Upon receipt of this alert a esa s g e, its pilots and Kaepons 

SSL** 

pitTiOo^ Planning Board ocppagce to plan for the strikes. A m ess a g e is also sent 
free TZCSBSEBOOA to Efaval Air Station at Cufai Point, Hiilippines (setae 
jqo alias away), directing all ready to go A-l and A-4 aircraft to r e turn 

o£ * 
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to the T' rnrBn ' KHnr ^ as soon as possible. This is n ec essa ry b e c a u se the 
ccnplaraent of aircraft an the UCCHDEBOOA. has to be aug mented by 
additional strike aircraft tor the strike effort. A m ribe r of 

the aircraft an the UCCKEEROGA. bed been used previously for reconnais- 
sance (Sfcnfeee Teen) efforts over Loos, and could not app r op riately be 
used far the strllse. 

5:00 Bl . — ty>ioyy >i Janes of the Joint Staff, in the JCS conference 
roaa, the IHCC xbcific desk at Pentagon (Oanaander Hathaway) and 

days that the JCS would like a foreoast of the weather over the target 
area at 7:00 AH Local tins. 

«••• 

ktkr m - fi»oo m 
JGB-8 BC rfSp mb 5SET m MMsaraB 
g j[g|§jlgBgl iffl » 

Qw of the recurrent problems throughout the afternoon, was a lack 
of altar and convincing showing that an attack an the destroyers bad In 
fact occurred. At 4:47 HI HcSeKsm, Yanfceead the JCS meet to seushal 
the evidence. They c onclude that an attack bad taken place. Xn t hi s 
regard five factors are considered: 

1* the ramam jar was lUminated when fired on by su toastie 
weapons. 

2 . One of the de stroyers observed coc kp it lights. 

3* A PGM 142 shot at two U.S. aircraft. 

4. A Sorth Vietnamese announcement that two of its boats were 
"sacrificed.” 

5 . Sharp's detezsxlmtlcn that there was Indeed an attack. 
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It is here that Burchlnal, at Wheeler's request, indicates that 
the J:00 Ht strike time vlll not be met because the carriers are 
operating on a time which make* 8:00 M be* 7:00 AM their tine. Mc&mara, 
Vance, and Wheeler leave the meetings at 5:51 Hd for the White Souse. 

v 

5:19 3d . - JCS strike execute m es sa ge is retransmitted flash 
precedence as JCS 7720 to CUKSMC. It states that by 7:00 PM EOT (0700 
local time) a one-time Hwrtrnm effort attack against the following 
targets should be conducted: PS Boots located at PORE WAHOT (later 

cancelled because of weather), HCE GAY, P5BC IOC and QUASI SEE and at 
IOC CHAO. The specified targets are boats, Pol at VLhH, and an armed 
reconnaissance against PS Boats beyond the three KLle limit. The message 
cautions that if the weather precludes meeting the above that of attack, 
the ccsnander is to "proceed soonest” and to notify the JCS as soon 


as possible. 


Sharp calls Burchlnal end says there is no doubt that 


an attack on the destroyers had occurred, for he has int e rce p ted a Sorth 
Vietnamese message stating that tvo of its PT Boats were "sacrificed.” 
Sharp is now satisfied with, all the evidence, what with several additional 
reports from the TURNER JOT. Sharp then mentions that the attack will be 
casing off at 8:00 HI Washington time not 7:00 PM but still at 7:00 AH 
local time. The reason is timet the CD8CBAC execute message used "HOTEL 3 

l\ A C'-VCPACT LT 

a • f « _ » a.. * \ a mm m • a m a m m e*a 


time (saigaBb^tiam), whereas the carriers ; were shooting for the operation on 

7 a !3 HCC* 0 ( Ff 

"GOUT time/ giving them an extra hour- Z> vi ^ s (3 , .0 

5:29 Hi . — Muatin calls the SMCC (General fodth) and indicates that; 
^ / 

same confusion exists over the time in the Gulf of Tonkin. He asks Stalth’ 


- r e —p \"- * u .c {A jfU 
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to set on thu teletype and straighten out the matter * Smith, at 5:33 EM, 
calls McCutcheon at CIUCPAC and asks for a "breakdown of the times between 
the carriers, Saigon, and Washington. McCutcheon replies that when the 
Washington time is 3:00 PM, the local time for the carriers would be 7:0C AM 
the next morning, a 15 -hour differential. When the Washington time is 7*00 PM, 

the local time in Saigon would be 7:00 AM the next rooming, a 12-hour differ - 

... or /: Tc (0 ***& 


ential. 


\\dZ * 


r v 


* V 


r/*/* 


5: 39 HI . (l:39 HI CUTCFAC time) — Sharp calls Burchinal and says that 

^5 $ Wvii \u- • ^ ~ ~^CLsvf*t , x 

the in dicat ions--are that launch time will be CgOQ I o ctI * 4 carrier time) or 


3:00 PM Washington time. 

6:10 Hi . (6:10 AM, August 5th, Saigon time) — The TICCM3ER0GA receives 
a copy of the JCS strike execute message. 
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6:15 rM - C: v'j IM 


NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING 


6:1c m - o:U5 Hi 


SPECIAL MEETING WITH TIE PRESIDENT 


i , 

The National Security Council—' is convened as McNamara, Vance and 
.•/heeler orrw.e at the white House. McNamara outlines the four-part plan: 

1. The strike against the PT boat oases and the supporting 
installation- , out not against Haiphong, because it is 
too far north and too close to Red China. 

2. Sending reinforcements to the area, an expression of our 
will to escalate, and armed reconnaissance along the 
North Vietnamese coast. 

3. Presidential announcement of these actions. 

t. A Joint Congressional Resolution in support of these actions. 
There are no objections to the four-part plan and the President approves it. 
McNamara informs the President that the previously estimated 7: GO PM launch 
time will not be met, but that the launch time is now esti m ated to be 
3:00 PM. McNamara then rec omme nds that no public statement be released 
until 9:00 PM, the estimated time over target of the first strike. 

The NSC meeting breaks up at 6:36. McNamara, Rusk and Bundy meet 
with the President in his office, prior to the Congressional leadership 
meeting which starts at 0:65. Vance returns to Pentagon to determine what 
reinforcements can be moved without political clearance from other countries 
and to put in motion the political clearance process where required. 


1/ Present at this meeting are the President, Speaker McCormack, McCone, 
Cline, McNaughton., Rusk, Ball, Vi lli a m Bundy, Dillon, Rowan, Reedy, 

McG. 3undy, Jenkins, Moyers, Valenti, Bromley Smith and Cater. 
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* * * * 

6:07 34 : (12:07 154 CINCPAC Time) — 3harp calls Burchinal and repeats 

that he is satisfied that the destroyers were attacked. He now has the JCS 
strike execute message. Burchinal says that McNamara 9 now at the white 
House, is also satisfied that the attacks on the destroyers have occurred 
and had made the statement just a short time ago that the "show is now on 

the road . " After agreeing that suppressive fire “was part of the game," 

41 11 

Sharp then states that the press should not get the story at 7-00 PM. 

/I con^s 

Burchinal replies that ;/e will insure that nothing spates out until know 
that you're off target." Sharp estimates this to be 9:00 PM, one hour after 
launch. Burchinal emphasizes that any announcement will be delayed so that 
there is "no possibility of anyone reading" the strike. The matter of 
deploying additional forces to the theater is also discussed. 

* ♦ * * 

6:45 IM - 8:45 at 

COKmSSXCSAL ISAI2SRSSIP MSSTIBG 

General Wheeler was one of those in attendance at the leadership 
meeting. In his recent testimony before the House Armed Services Canmittee> 
Wheeler stated that the President told the Congressmen that he would make 
a public announcement but left the time "up in the air because he did not 
want to make the announcement too soon." Wheeler then recalled that the 
timing of the announcement may have actually been settled either in a 

preliminary meeting between McNamara and the President ^around 6:36 3^ 
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or at the leadership meeting itself* In any event, Wheeler said that the 
decision was made that a statement could be released "at the time the air- 
craft took off from carriers, in other words when the strikes were enroute." 
Chairman Carl Vinson said he would verify tills because "I sat there and I 
heard the who le discussion. '* In short* ’wheeler remembered that the 


President "was voin-;; to wait until it was safe to make tr 


one announcement . . . 


It would not be made prior to the launching of the aircraft." McITamara 
remembered that the President said 


5: pc Hi: AM, August 5, Season Time) — The CdRSTELLAHCK 

receives a copy of the JCS strike execute message. 


7:22 HI : (7:22 AM, August 5, Saigon Time) — The TICCHDEROGA. receive; 

the CINCPACFET execute message. 


7:30 HI : (7:30 AM, August 5, Saigon Time) — The CCRSTEELATIOT 

receives the CdCPAC message which passes the JCS strike message with 
instructions not to execute until directed. (Note : According to Mustin, 

the "hold" notice was presumably prompted by CETCPAC’s desire to make 
certain that the second attack on the MADDCK did in fact occur. Once 
this was confirmed the strike execute message was issued (see the 7: 50 Hi 
entry below). 
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7:^9 Hi : ( 7:49 AM, August 5 , Saigon Time) — The CONSTELLATION 

receives its target assignments. 

7:50 xM : (7:50 AM, August 5, Saigon Time) — The CCKS'JELLATICK 

receives the CUfCPAC strike execute message. 

7:59 General Vfisman, 3MCC Pacific Desk at Pentagon, calls the 

CIHCPAC Duty Officer, Lt. Colonel Lindsey, and asks for the take-off 
times, numbers and types of planes in the carrier strike. Lindsey replies 
there is nothing yet on the strikes, although there is seme combat air 
patrol activity in relation to the earlier attacks on the destroyers. 

8:05 Bi : Wheeler, in the Cabinet room at the White House, calls 

Burchinal at the Pentagon, and asks if anything is happening. Burchinal 
says that be has a clear line open, but no word has been received. Wheeler 
wants to know as soon as the ward arrives that the aircraft have been 
launched. 


8:39 Bfc McNamara, back from the white House, calls Sharp and asks 


whether the carriers have launched their aircraft. Sharp replies that lie 
has received no word yet, but this is probably because the carriers will 
provide a coordinated report when the launch is completed. McNamara, 
however, says that the launch i3 already 40 minutes after the ordered 
time of take-off and wants Sharp to contact the carriers directly by radio. 
l stresses that, he mus t get an immediate'' statement since the 


McNamara 




get 

-J.-w. 


U- 


1 ■ 


1 "> 


President waa •be ~i gia-aad ia£gga 4&e American people-: — This, ^ 

S+A-tenev, 

seys- I-Mlm 1 ura7"i^'b'einT;~Ii5id "back pending ' ‘word "Of -fee -launch, with more To ja~o 

Peo ?! s 


t*c_w vs 
H, 1 * i-.C 

^tC-A i-'d '■*}£' l£ *7 ujitfj **o,r ,>« n<c Z- 

(rf / * -Jd " 
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thaa. 40 ..mi nu te a having already elapsed beyond the launch time given to 
thcJBpesrdaiit. Sharp estimates, although he does not have the launch plan, 
that it would take the aircraft about an hour to reach the target. McNamara 
asks Sharp to find out when they are Launching and the time of the first 
flights over the targets. 

9:00 PM : (9:00 AM, August 5. Saigon Time) — The picture of air 

situation at this time and thereafter as reflected on Horth Vietnamese and 
Chinese radar is described at Append!:: 1. 

9?P9 TM : (j : 09 PM, August 4, CXHCPAC Time) — — Sharp calls McHamara 
at his office and says that one carrier (perhaps both) would not he able 
to launch far another 50 minutes (10:00 PM Washington time). "In other 
words, they couldn't make the time," reports Sharp. Sharp ex plains that 
the compression of tire and the comnuni cat! ons lag are the reasons, and 
thinks that the last estimated times over target, with a 10:00 PM 
will be about 12:00 midnight, Washington time . McHamara then what 

Sharp t h inks about a Presidential statement issued about the time of 
launch that would say this: "At this moment air action is now in execu- 

tion against gun boats and supporting fa cili ties in and near four ports 
of Worth Vietnam which have been used in support of hostile operations." 
Sharp thinks it would not be a "good idea" because it will aler t the 
enemy, "Ho doubt about it." McHamara says that the enemy would be 
alerted as soon as the aircraft start coming into the coast. Sharp says, 
"They won’t know where the?/' re going. Of course the:/ will be alerted 
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as soon as they get in the air because Hainan is going to pick them up 
and so will the other people. But they won't know where they are going. 
I wouldn't recommend it." 

9:22 PM: Sharp tells McHamera that FT boats (pres umab ly those re- 

turning frcaa attack on the destroyers) ’were talcing sanctuary within the 
three-mile limit. McIIanara reccanoends that the aircraft proceed to hit 
designated targets, but authorizes striking any boats sighted on the way 
in. Ho says, "Get them off,.,, that is the main thing*" 

9:28 H4: (9:29 AM, August 5, Saigon Time) — The CCMSTEIIATICSI 

s ubm its its strike plan for approval to the Carrier Task Farce Commander . 


9:30 - 10:45 FM : Sometime during this period McHamara calls Bundy 

and rec omme nds deletion, of that part of the President* 3 statement dealing 

» T. t A 

•with the targets. < A. — " • --- 

10:06 HI: After trying to reach Senator Goldwater for several hours, 

the President finally gets through and informs him of the decision to 
re t a lia te. Irene diately after talking to the President, Goldwater issues 
a statement to the wire services that "I am sure that every American 
'•Jill subscribe to the action outlined in the President's statement. I 
believe it is the only thing be can do under the circums tan ces Th ±3 is 
released almo st an hour before the President vent before the nation to 
announce the runitive strike. 
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10:26 Rl : — McNamara calls Sharp and asks whether the aircraft are 
launched yet. Sharp says he has no firm word, but is "sure” one carrier 
(TJOTEDEROGA) "is going to go, or has gone" at 10:00 R4 Washington time. 
According to Sharp, however, the other carrier ( (XHSTE3LLATI0K ) "is not 
going to launch 1 ' one of its groups (the slower propeller driven A-l 
aircraft) until 1:00 A 14 Washington Time and the other (the jets) until 
2:30 AM, with a time over target for both groups estimated around 3:15 AM, 
apparently because "she is not able to get in position in time." Sharp 
explains this by stating that the CONSTELIATION was coming from the north 
and had to gat into position by earning around Hainan to strike her assigned 

it 

northern targets. In order to get into position, she had to use a good 
many of her aircraft for refuelers.* 1 Sharp repeats that the TICQKDEROQA 
"should have gotten off a half hour ago {10:00 I M) but "we haven't heard yet." 
McNamara tells Sharp to make "dam. v sure she got off” by getting in touch with 
her right away. As to the CONSTELLATION, McNamara asks how long it would 
take its aircraft to reach the target. Sharp replies the farthest target 5 
will be reached in about five hours from now. McNamara then says that 
no announcement here "is going to influence what they think about those 
aircraft coming in because you will already have launched about a half 
hour ago against the other targets.” Sharp agrees “as long as they don't 
know what the targets are." MeNeaara states that "I have cut that out 
of the statement," and Sharp says "there will still be the element of 

surprlseTaT 1 long as you don't say what /the target^ are." 

A 
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10:40 H-i : — (10: 40 AM, August 5th Saigon time) — CONSTELLATION 

recovers tha last group of A-l aircraft from combat air patrol over the 
destroyers. 

10:^3 gg ? — (10:43 AM, August 5th 3aigon time) — IIOONDEBOGA 
launches four A-l 3trlke aircraft with instructions to orbit overhead. 

-his is accessary so that the carrier deck could be free for the landing 
°f A-4 aircraft from Cubi Point then orbiting overhead and to oermit 
coor d i n ation of prop and jet strikes to ensure a simultaneous arrival 
tjjste over the target. The A-l launching marks the beginning of the 
attack, and within the hour t he se four A-l*s depart for VHd. (UMCC 
receives this message at PM) 

10:46 EM : — McNamara calls Sharp again, se eking confirmation of 
the launch tinea. Sharp says that he has been trying to reach the Task 
Force but "it is just a question of getting through this cir cuit and 
apparently the circuit is a little jammed." He reports that no word has 
yet been received, and McNamara suggests he radio in the clear, »«king the 
HC0NIIER0GA if it did "what it said it would, do at 10:00." McNamara states 
that the President wants to go on the air at 11:15, but should not go an 
" unless he has a confirmation of the launch". McNamara then wants Shar p 
to secure half-hourly post-strike reports, once the launching occurs. 

10:46 PH : — Clifton at the Nhite House General T Ji 3 nsan, the 

Deputy Director for Operations, Joint Staff and states that new launch 
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| 'times for the CONSTELLATION have bean received which are considerably 

later than the TICOKDEEOC-A’s, that the President is shooting far an 
11:15 H-l statement, and asks how much would be revealed by the announce- 
ment. Wisman states that Sharp agrees with a Presidential announcement 
now that Mdlansura baa recommended the deletion of specific portions dealing 
with the targets. 

11:05 HI : — 'Tisnatn calls Burchinal and r eports that nothing is 
airborne yet, that the CQHSTTTT .LA.H0N is not in position, and that several 
more hours would be required for its first launch. There is now the 
possibility, according to vfismaa, that the C0N3TELIATI0II because of weather 
may have to scrub its operation. He recognizes this would tip our hand if 
one force goes in, and says that there can be no scrubbing of the mission 
until the Secretary of Defense and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs are 
first notified. 

11:31 IK : — i-ScHamara calls Sharp, and is told "it is Just that i 

don't think that there is any question that they have launched. It is 
Just a question of getting the report.” McHasaora, with regard to the 
leather conditions and possible cancellation of the CCCHSTELEA1I0H strikes, 
states that '* w canno t sit here abMMtHt and let than attack us on the 
high sees and not do something.?. So I think the President has to say we 
are going to retaliate .' McHamara asks if there is 'any reason why the 
CONSTELLATION couldn't launch against the southern 'targets, including the 
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oil depot." Sharp responds that this Is "exactly what we would do," 
although he mentions that the weather to the south is not good, and 
.beginning to deteriorate. 


.33 


11:20 H4: — Sharp calls MeHisnera and says it is now confirmed., 


"She (the TICCITOEROGA) got her planes off at C243 fTxlmts. TljoeJ" (10:43 m) 
(10:43 AM Saigon Time) . Sharp Indicates that it will take the aircraft 

7 T- ' ' < 


\ ?.LC-<- >0 -) 

about am hour and fifty minut«jfto reach their targets. The attack will 


n v 


A 

be In two waves, both scheduled to arrive at the same time 


11:27 Bi t — Commander Henson of the UMCC Pacific Desk at the Pentagon 
notifies the White House Situation Boca that the HCOHDKROGA launched its 
first aircraft at 10:43 IM, with as estimated tine over the target at 1:10 AM. *7 Y 

11:39 3M : (ll:35 AM, August 5th Saigon time) — The CONSTELLATION 

advises the Carrier Task Farce Ocanander of Its intended launch position 
for strikes with a simultaneous time over target at 3:45 AM. -- - 


* * *■ * 


IE 




11:40 m 

(T GCfetitf THE AIR 


On the rcccranendation of McRarasra, Vance, and Wheeler, the President 
goes on the air and states: 

"Repeated acts of viole nc e against the armed forces of the United 
States must be met not only with alert defense, but with positive reply. 

That reply ±3 being given as I speak to you. Air action is now in execution 
against gun boats and certain supporting facilities of Horth Vietnam which 
have been used in these hostile operations." 

* * * * 
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Ihe reoanmendatian to so on the air is based on theae considerations : 

1. By 11:34, U.S. Navel Aircraft had been In the air on. their way 
to the targets approximately one hour. 

2. Hanoi and. Hainan through their radar, had then received 
I nd ica t ions of the attack. 

3 . time remaining before the aircraft arrived over the targets 
would not permit the North Vietnamese to move their boats to 
sea or to alert their for c es. 

4. It was i 23 >ortaat that our country learn of the manner in which 
their government was responding to the attacks on its vessels 
from t he i r President, rather than from. Hanoi which was expected 
to a nno unce the attack at any moment. 

5* That it was desirable that the North Vietnamese government 
and others be told as soon as possible the limited, punitive, 
character of the attack. 

6. It was important that the North Vietnamese and Chinese Cansmmista 
know that this was the first mid deliberate r es ponse of the U.S. 
Government to an u n p ro v oked aggressive set, aa& not the act of 
a local coosaander. 

11:51 Hi : (11:51 AM, August 5th Saigon time) — Sharp 

'•heeler and they discuss the possibilities of a restrike against VINE, 
with vJheeler saying that he will 2seass it^ with McNamara. 

i'N 
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wblcfa these PT boot* haws operated. Our naval aircraft have also ccnducted 
strikes against certain other targets which have directly supported the 
operation of the PT boats." 

12x15 AM : (12:15 31, August 5th, Saigon Tine) — Six A-Va and 

six ?~8's are launched from the TICOHDEROGA flying to VUSK at an altitude 
of 25,000 feet. The target is 320 nautical grille s away. 

12:34 AM: (12: 34 2M, August 5th, Saigon Time) — HCOKDEROGA 

six jJ- 6 a wh i ch depart for QilAEG XHE, flying at an altitude of 25,000 feet, 
target is 250 nautical nriioa away. 

12; 38 AH: Wheeler calls 2iarp and tells him that he has <3& scua s cd 
the recycle with McNa mar a. Wheeler r s major concern is that the attacks 
must not be "open-ended" affaire. Three rules are set for the recycle: 
First, up to 20 aircraft may be used; aeecaid, the only target will be 
VXhH.; and thir d, the attack should be launched no la&er than 3:00 AM, 
Washington time. Sharp t h i nk s that the 3:00 AM time is cutting it too 
short, with closer to 4:00 AM as the more realistic hour. Sharp adds 
that he will do his best to compress the tiw and will recycle as 

quickly as boesible. Wheeler i n di c a t es that he will pass this on to 
McNamara. 

12:4-3 AM: Wheeler c a lls Sharp and tells him that the 4:00 AM recycle 
vine is acceptable to McNamara, but Sharp now indicates ^ the 

recycle could not begin until 5-6:00 AM. Wheeler says this is too late. 
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and they arrive at an agreement that Sharp would launch wtoat ha 
could up to 4:00 AM (jpwewesffiBEasSEakfc) «od would then haw to cease. 

1:00 AM : (1:00 PM, August 5th, Saigon Time) — OCfKSTELLATIC® 

launches four A-l's which depart for HON GAY, flying at an altitude of 
from 1,000 - 5,000 feet. HON GAY is 360 nautical away. CONSTELLATION 

also launches four A-l's which depart for LOG CHAO, flying at an altitude 
of 1,000 - 5,000 feet. LOC CHAO is 330 nautical milea. 

1:11 AM : (1:11 PM, August 5, Sai go n Time; 7:11 HI August 4, CETCEAC 

time) — CINCEAC duty officer oalls Lt. Col. Staith in McNamara’ s office 
and says that the estimated times over target fear the TICONDERQGA vill 
be 1:15 -AM far the first end 1:25 AM for the second. ’’Everything is on 
track,” he reports. 

1:15 AM : (1:15 HI, August 5th, Saigon Time) — TICCKDEROGA’s six 

F-3*s launched at 12:34 AM strike QUMO SHE with 20 m and 5" 

rockets. The base is caught by surprise. There is no AA fire. Seven 
boats are sighted, four are severely damaged and one moderately. T h er e 
are no U.S. losses. (HMCC received this report at AM.) 

1:25 AM : (1:25 M, August 5th, Saigon Time) — TKSGKDEROGA’s four 

A-l's launched at 10:43 PM, six A-4*s launched at 22515 AM and six F-8»s 
launched at 12:15 AM strike at the VUSH - 3E5 THUY - PHUC LOI complex. 

They report moderate AA fire. Overall, the defense are neither strong 
nor alert during this first attack. Of the six boats sighted, four are 
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modas*t«ly damaged and two lig htly damaged. Eight Pol tanks and two 
AA guns are destroyed.. There are no TJ.S. losses. The or dnance used 
ranges from 1,000 lb. baabs to 5 " Zunl rockets to 2.75 ran rockets. (UMCC 
receives this sassage at AM. ) 

2:.l6 AM: Sharp calls McNamara's office and gives the first strike 

report to Col. Moody. He states that VTHH has been struck, the oil 
installation is burning fiercely, the four FT boats in the harbor have 
all been hit, with one dead in the water. Heavy flak has been experienced, 
and one P-8 is hit, headed for Da Nang. Moody says Vance will be proaptly 
advised of these deveXopsaents, 

2:30 AM: (2:30 PM, August 5th, Saigon Time) — The CONSTELLATION 
launches ten A-4*s and two F-Vs which depart for HON GAT at an altitude 
of 25,000 - 30,000 fleet. HON GAT is 360 nautical aLbea away. The 
CONSTELLATiaN also l aa mche s five A-4's and three F-Vs which then depart 
for LOC CHAO, flying at an altitude of 25,000 - 30,000 feet. LOC CHAO 
is 330 nautical m i les away. (HMCC receives this Taewseg* at AM. ) 

3:25 AM: (3:25 H4, August 5th, Saigon Time) — CGNSTELLATIQN's four 

A^'l , s launched at 1:00 AM and its five A-k*s and three F— 4 1 s launched 
at 2:30 AM strike LOC CHAO. They r e port moderate AA fire (20 am from 
the boats). The boats are not underway and thus had not been alerted. 

boats sighted, two are damaged seriously tcoA thr ee 
moderately. One A-l aircraft (Bather’s, third in the column) is shot 
down. One A-l is damaged, but is later recovered. The attack lasts 
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5 minutes. 2.75 rockets *nd 20 zau strafing attacks utilized. (HMCC 
receives this message at AM ) 

- r“ * 

/ ii it3 — 3har ? Wiaman of the Joint Staff that it might 
/ he best to pull the MftDDCK and C. TURHER JOT out of their patrol. Ihis is 
'^cause they are 2ov on fuel and ammunition, and we have already given s 
the Itorth Vietnamese a "good punishment." Sharp adds that to keep the 
destroyers on station might invite further attacks, perhaps even a loss. 
vfLamaa says this will require JCS approval. 

ligLjW: — MeCutcheon at CBTCEAC calls Visman about pulling 
the destroyers out. McCutcheon says that since these destroyers have 
special equips and eould not readily be replaced, but that the ships 
have had several sleepless nights. The relief of these ships would be 
tenswrary only, about a 24 hour rest, after the strikes had ceased. 

Visman says he will talk to Burchinal. 

(4x03 EM, August 5th, Saigon Time) — HECOHDEROGA launches 
four P-8 s and eight A-4*s w hic h depart fear the restrike against VUE. 

— A? (^*15 IM, August 5th, Saigon Tine) — TIOON33EROGA 

launches two A-4»s whi<& depart far ECN ME *t an altitude of 25,000 feet. 

jfj4l_AM: — Wiaaan calls Burehinal and tells him that an A-l and 
xi-4 from the COHSTELLATIcaj have been lost over HQH GAIT. (Note: Actually, 
one was lost over HON GAT, another ewer L0C CHOU. ) Burchinal is the 

first to be notified, and he suggests that Uisman inform the Chiefs and 
the Secretary of Defense. 
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